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The House of Saud had humble beginnings as a family of nomads living in Arabia. But when a new

form of the Islamic religion, Wahhabism, influenced the household, they began a quest to unite all of

Arabia under this faith. Wars were waged for more than a century until the Al Saud vision finally was

realized under King Abdul Aziz, the first king of modern-day Saudi Arabia.Now the international oil

trade has made Saudi Arabia one of the richest countries in the world, and the Saudi royal family

finds itself caught in the balance between traditional Islamic faith and the appeal of wealth and

Western-style ways. In addition, evidence points to Saudi involvement in the September 11th

attacks on the United States. Combining new information on current events with important historical

context, The Saudi Royal Family will spark debate on what lies ahead for one of the richest families

in the world.
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This publication is a good summary, king by king by king.I thought it would be more detailed.

Perhaps this whole series is of this sort.It's a good summary, but a bit overpriced for the content.



The Saudi Royal Family was well presented for younger children. Reed wrote this in a way that

enables young kids to understand not only the Saudi Royal Family but the religion of Islam. She

remains objective throughout but as an American questions whether or not the Sauds are our

friends. She raises this question in a way that would allow kids to think it through and come to their

own conlcusion. The photos are wonderful and I liked the color, layout and presentation of the book.
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